School report

St Paul’s CofE Primary School
Cross Lane, Salford, Greater Manchester, M5 4AL

Inspection dates

18–19 September 2014
Previous inspection:

Good

2

This inspection:

Good

2

Leadership and management

Good

2

Behaviour and safety of pupils

Good

2

Quality of teaching

Good

2

Achievement of pupils

Good

2

Early years provision

Good

2

Overall effectiveness

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils
This is a good school.
 Parents are exceptionally positive about the
school. They say that their children are safe, and
that they are happy that the school takes good
care of their health and well-being.
 Pupils from a wide range of cultural backgrounds
learn harmoniously together, and respect and
celebrate each other’s differences.
 Good leadership and management ensure that no
pupil is disadvantaged because of their social or
family circumstances, and that every child is able
to participate fully in all aspects of school life.
 Governors are long standing in their roles. They
know the school well and are fully involved in
ensuring pupils’ good achievement.
 Teaching has improved since the last inspection.
Teachers and teaching assistants plan exciting
activities that pupils find interesting and engaging.
 Pupils enjoy coming to school. Attendance is
above average and has improved each year for
the last three years.

 The vast majority of pupils, including disabled
pupils, those with special educational needs and
disadvantaged pupils, make consistently good
progress across Key Stages 1 and 2 in reading,
writing and mathematics.
 Pupils’ attainment in grammar, punctuation, spelling
and reading has greatly improved. By the time they
left school at the end of Year 6 in 2014, pupils’
attainment in these subjects was close to the
national average.
 Pupils’ attainment in mathematics has improved,
with a higher-than-average proportion attaining
Level 6 in this subject by the end of Year 6.
 The attainment of pupils with English as an
additional language is good. Their progress is better
than that of similar groups of pupils nationally.
 The leadership and management of the early years
provision are good. Teachers’ accurate assessment
of how well children are doing, and their effective
care and support, ensure that they make good
progress. Most enter Year 1 with the skills and
abilities expected for their age.

It is not yet an outstanding school because
 Teachers are not given enough opportunities to
 Not enough opportunities are provided for pupils to
learn from outstanding practice in other schools.
apply their writing skills across the curriculum.
 Activities provided for pupils in class do not always  Not all governors are fully up to date with their
match the skills and abilities of all pupils,
training, and their knowledge of how well the
especially the most able.
school’s performance compares with that of others
is still developing.
 Marking is not consistently good and does not
always help pupils to improve their work.
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Information about this inspection
 Inspectors observed 13 lessons or parts of lessons, as well as the teaching for small groups of pupils, and
sessions aimed at helping pupils to learn to read.
 Inspectors listened to pupils read in Years 2, 3, 5 and 6, and held discussions with pupils from across the
school. Pupils’ work in books was scrutinised during lessons and separately with the deputy headteacher.
 There were too few responses to the online questionnaire (Parent View) for inspectors to consider.
Discussions took place with parents at the start of the school day. Inspectors looked at 11 questionnaires
completed by members of staff.
 Two meetings were held with six governors, including the vice-chair of the governing body. A meeting
took place with the school’s consultant.
 Various school documents were examined. These included external evaluations of the school's work, data
on pupils’ progress, records of pupils’ attendance, the school’s review of its own performance, records of
the school’s checks on the quality of teaching, reports to the governing body by the school’s independent
consultants, development plans, behaviour records and safeguarding documentation.
Inspection team
Lenford White, Lead inspector

Additional Inspector

Mark Williams

Additional Inspector
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Full report
Information about this school
 St Paul’s is smaller than the average-sized primary school.
 The proportion of pupils supported through school action is below average.
 The proportion of pupils supported at school action plus or with a statement of special educational needs
is well above average.
 The proportion of disadvantaged pupils for whom the school receives the pupil premium funding is more
than double the national average. The pupil premium is additional funding for those pupils who are known
to be eligible for free school meals and those who are looked after by the local authority.
 The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic groups is just below average. The proportion of pupils who
speak English as an additional language is average.
 The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which are the minimum expectations for
pupils’ attainment and progress in English and mathematics.
 The school offers a breakfast club and after-school services, both of which are managed by the governing
body.
 Since the previous inspection, the school has appointed two teachers and five teaching assistants, and
appointed two parent governors to the governing body. Various refurbishment works have taken place.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Improve the quality of teaching so that it is consistently good or better by:
providing more opportunities for teachers to observe outstanding teaching practice in other schools
ensuring that activities in class match the skills and abilities of all pupils, including those of the most
able
making sure that marking is consistently good across Key Stages 1 and 2, and that pupils always know
how to improve their work.
 Raise achievement, especially in writing, by ensuring that pupils have as many opportunities as possible to
practise their writing skills across all the curriculum subjects.
 Improve the quality of leadership and management by ensuring that all governors are fully up to date with
their training and know precisely how well the school’s work to improve standards for pupils compares
with that of other schools nationally.
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Inspection judgements
The leadership and management

are good

 The school is well led and managed by the headteacher and deputy headteacher, who are determined to
make a difference to the lives of pupils, and to ensure that none are disadvantaged because of their social
or family circumstances. Together with middle leaders and governors, and with the full support of all staff,
they have ensured that the quality of teaching and pupils’ achievement have improved since the previous
inspection.
 Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good, as is their understanding of life in modern
Britain. They are very respectful towards each other and regularly celebrate festivals from different
religions. Pupils especially enjoy meeting people from various countries, including Spain, Brazil and Ghana,
who come to the school to talk to them about their traditions and cultures.
 Many opportunities are provided to broaden pupils’ experiences. The school does this successfully through
providing a curriculum that includes visits to museums, theatres and art galleries, at either the start or end
of each new topic. Mathematics and reading are promoted well across the curriculum. However, pupils are
not always given enough opportunities to practise their writing skills across all subjects.
 Up to half of all pupils attend the school’s after-school service, which they say gives them ‘more chances
to learn’. In addition to this, pupils from all groups enjoy a variety of after-school clubs including chess,
guitar, choir, brass band and French.
 Most middle leaders are new to post. However, they have a good understanding of what the school needs
to do to improve further. Their responsibility for ensuring that all pupils make good progress and their
ongoing work to improve marking are helping to raise standards. Middle leaders’ work in improving
teachers’ practice through observing their performance in classes is developing.
 The school’s systems for monitoring the quality of teaching are good. Senior leaders provide clear
guidance, training and support to teachers on how they can get better, and hold them to account by
setting targets linked to improving the performance of pupils. Teachers’ effectiveness is regularly assessed
through checks on their performance. While teachers are very complimentary about the training and
support that they benefit from, too few opportunities are provided for them to learn from outstanding
teaching practice in other schools.
 Senior leaders work very effectively with an educational consultant who knows the school well and has
helped it to improve. Most recently, the school has benefited from a review of teaching and learning and
has diligently taken on board its recommendations.
 Safeguarding procedures are followed closely and meet requirements.
 The governance of the school:
Most governors know the school well. They spend time with pupils and staff in order to have an
accurate picture of the quality of teaching and learning, and ensure that pupils’ experience of school is
both happy and productive.
Governors know exactly how well teachers and pupils individually are doing because of their role in
pupils’ progress meetings. This enables them to know where to target resources for, for example, pupils
with special educational needs, and which teachers to reward for their good work. Governors know that
activities made possible through funds available to support disadvantaged pupils are making a real
difference, and that free instrumental lessons, clubs, visits and support teaching activities have all
contributed to ensuring that disadvantaged pupils achieve at least as well as their schoolmates.
Governors ensure that the primary school sport funding helps to develop teachers’ skills in a number of
areas, including coaching cricket and rugby, and that the wide variety of sporting activities equipment,
available to pupils throughout the school day, is helping to improve their health and well-being.
While there is no question about governors’ commitment, and the success of their efforts to improve
their school, not all are fully up to date with their training and their knowledge of exactly how well the
school’s performance compares with that of others is still developing.
The behaviour and safety of pupils

are good

 The behaviour of pupils is good.
 Pupils say that they love school, and that they especially enjoy learning new things in mathematics. Their
positive attitude to school and understanding of its importance are demonstrated in their greatly improved
attendance, and their exceptionally high take-up of breakfast club and after-school activities.
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 Pupils are friendly, polite, courteous, and welcoming to visitors. They like to talk about their work and
learn well together in a warm and welcoming environment.
 Pupils come to school smartly dressed and say that they are proud to wear their uniforms. They behave
well when moving around the school and during playtimes and act sensibly during lunchtimes.
 Staff and governors are also of the opinion that behaviour is good, as are inspectors. On the rare
occasions when pupils, who find it difficult to handle their feelings and emotions break the rules, teachers
work consistently well to ensure that behaviour is quickly back on track. In-school counselling helps adults
to ensure that the school meets pupils’ educational, emotional and social needs. A close scrutiny of the
school’s behaviour logs shows that over time, behaviour is typically good.
 The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is good.
 Pupils have a well-developed understanding of right and wrong. They say that bullying is rare and that on
the very few occasions when it does occur, it is always dealt with appropriately, and everyone soon gets
on well with each other afterwards.
 Pupils have a very good understanding of bullying based on prejudice. They say that racism does not
happen because ‘People are welcome to the school if they are any colour or from any country.’ Older
pupils know what homophobic bullying is, and why it is wrong.
 All pupils know what cyber-bullying is, and how to avoid dangers while using the internet. They know not
to give personal details to anyone over the internet, say that they only play age-appropriate games and
that they do not go onto social networking sites for which they are too young.
 Many visitors, including police officers and fire fighters, are regularly invited into the school. Their
information and advice help pupils to have a good understanding of the dangers and risks that they could
face, both within the school and the community.

The quality of teaching

is good

 The quality of teaching has improved further since the previous inspection and is helping to ensure that
pupils achieve consistently well across the school.
 Teachers work very well with teaching assistants to plan and teach activities in class that the majority of
pupils find interesting and engaging. Careful thought is given to ensuring that pupils use a broad range of
skills to bring learning to life. This was the case in a topic class where Year 6 pupils were learning about
the Second World War. They demonstrated their excellent communication skills as they competently used
their tablet computers to record pictures they painted in art to make a video and write moving accounts of
Manchester during the Blitz.
 Good teaching ensures that pupils know what they will be learning. They are encouraged to talk to their
partners and discuss what they have previously learned before focusing on the purpose of the tasks and
activities they are given in reading, writing and mathematics.
 Most of the pupils who spoke with inspectors about their learning said that they liked mathematics, and
enjoyed being challenged. This was shown in a number of classes across Key Stages 1 and 2 as pupils
actively demonstrated their skills in problem solving and reciting their number tables as part of their daily
‘magic maths’.
 Often pupils are provided with a range of activities which engage and challenge them to learn as much as
they possibly can. This was exemplified in a Year 1 class where pupils made good progress while involved
in different activities to help them with their formulation of letters, and in a Year 5 class where pupils
worked in small groups to create interesting adverbs to put into their sentences. However, on occasion,
activities in class do not always match the skills and abilities of all pupils, especially those of the most
able.
 The majority of pupils know where they can find their learning targets, however, not all can say precisely
what they need to do to improve their learning further. This is because marking is not consistently good
across Key Stages 1 and 2. In addition, when marking pupils’ work, teachers do not always indicate clearly
enough to them how they can take the next steps in their learning.
 While teaching in the school is good, too few opportunities are provided for teachers to observe and learn
from outstanding practice in other schools.
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is good

 Pupils’ overall achievement has improved since the previous inspection. It is good in reading, writing and
mathematics. The proportion of pupils attaining highly in all subjects at the end of Key Stage 1 has
improved, and is closer to the national average than it has been for several years.
 While pupils’ writing in 2014 was not as good as in 2013 at the end of Key Stage 2, reading and
mathematics have improved. The current Year 6 are making good progress and are on target to attain at
least expected standards in all subjects by the time they leave the school.
 Pupils make good progress in most year groups in mathematics. This is because senior leaders have
focused closely on this subject, providing 15 minutes of daily ‘magic maths’ for all year groups. This is in
addition to all other mathematics that is taught.
 The school’s focus on reading this year has fired the imagination of many pupils. They enjoy taking ‘the
reading challenge’, to see who can read the most books, and regularly read books by a wide range of
authors. Those who read for inspectors used their phonics skills well to confidently sound out and read
unfamiliar words.
 While pupils’ progress in writing is good across all year groups, their attainment is not as good as in
previous years. Inspectors scrutinised pupils’ work and found good examples of writing inspired by the
many places that pupils visit. However, more needs to be done to ensure that pupils take every
opportunity to practise their writing skills across all subjects of the curriculum.
 The quality of the support provided by teachers and teaching assistants is good, and is very effective in
ensuring that any gaps between the performance of disadvantaged pupils and that of their classmates are
narrow. In 2014, disadvantaged pupils performed at least as well as their classmates in reading, writing,
and mathematics and their overall performance was close to that of non-disadvantaged pupils nationally.
 The dedication, skill and support offered by the special educational needs coordinator and deputy
headteacher help to ensure that pupils with disabilities or special educational needs make at least good
progress across different year groups, from very low starting points.
 Regular pupils’ progress meetings enable teachers to track the progress of all groups of pupils closely. This
includes pupils from minority ethnic groups and those who speak English as an additional language.
Inspection evidence and the school’s data indicate that pupils in these groups achieve well, with many
attaining higher standards than similar groups of pupils nationally.
 The school’s work with the most able pupils has improved, as evidenced by the high proportion of pupils
attaining the highest levels in mathematics in 2014 national tests. In addition to this, pupils are offered
‘advanced English’ taught by teachers who have received specialist training.

The early years provision

is good

 The leadership and management of the early years provision has improved since the previous inspection.
All staff are well trained and have a good understanding of how children learn; they are skilled at
assessing their progress in different areas of learning.
 Children enter the Nursery class with skills in language and communication and personal and social
development which are much lower than those that are typical for their age. They learn in a stimulating
and safe environment and are well taught by well-trained adults who have very high expectations of them.
 As a result of this and the good care and support, the vast majority of children, including those with
disabilities and special educational needs and those for whom the school receives additional funding, make
good progress through the early years. Just over half enter year 1 with the skills and abilities that are
typical for their age.
 Children benefit from, and take part in, a wide variety of activities in both the indoor and outdoor learning
areas. Teachers and teaching assistants are careful to focus on the development of children’s language,
speaking and listening skills. This was exemplified in a circle-time activity where the Reception class
teacher encouraged children to think about the things that they would like to learn the following week.
She was careful to involve all children, skilfully tested out their ideas and encouraged them to share them
with the rest of the class.
 The early years staff have very good relationships with parents. Those who spoke with inspectors were
happy that their children were well looked after, and said that they appreciated being kept informed about
their progress.
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What inspection judgements mean
School
Grade

Judgement

Description

Grade 1

Outstanding

An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes that
provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures that pupils
are very well equipped for the next stage of their education, training or
employment.

Grade 2

Good

A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well for all
its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage of their
education, training or employment.

Grade 3

Requires
improvement

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it is not
inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 24 months
from the date of this inspection.

Grade 4

Inadequate

A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and requires
significant improvement but leadership and management are judged to
be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular monitoring by
Ofsted inspectors.
A school that requires special measures is one where the school is failing
to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the school’s
leaders, managers or governors have not demonstrated that they have
the capacity to secure the necessary improvement in the school. This
school will receive regular monitoring by Ofsted inspectors.

Inspection report: St Paul's CofE Primary School, 18–19 September 2014

School details
Unique reference number

105943

Local authority

Salford
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This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
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Primary

School category
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Age range of pupils

3–11
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Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair

David Wyatt

Headteacher

Carolyn Whiteway
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300
123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted
will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to
inspect and when and as part of the inspection.
You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about
schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link
on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners
of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children
and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training,
work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services
for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.
Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school
must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not
exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you
give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.
To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection
reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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Manchester
M1 2WD
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